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Purpose

The purpose of this document is to provide information relative to the implementation and operation of
the Emergency Alert System within the State of Illinois. Consult Part 11 of the FCC rules for specific
information about EAS regulations and requirements.

Introduction

The Emergency Alert System (EAS) provides warning to the general public when emergencies occur
that threaten the life or property of the residents of Illinois. The EAS is a co-operative system that
relies on the participation of the Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA), Illinois radio and
television broadcasters, and the Illinois cable television operators. It provides specific procedures for
the broadcast stations and cable television operators to disseminate WARNINGS to the general
public in event of an emergency in part of or the entire State of Illinois. This EAS plan may be
activated in response to imminent or ongoing threats to life and/or property. Such threats include but
are not limited to toxic materials release, civil disturbance, wide area power outages, evacuation
alerts, and severe weather.

Acceptance of or participation in this plan shall not be construed as a relinquishment of individual
station program control or to prohibit an individual broadcast facility from exercising independent
discretion and responsibility in any given situation. “Re-Broadcast Authority” is given to all broadcast
stations and cable operators relaying EAS emergency communications. The authority granted to
individual broadcast facilities and cable television operators to manage and exercise discretion in the
broadcast of EAS information and instructions is detailed in and supported by Part 11 of the F.C.C
rules and regulations.

General Considerations

Under this plan, Illinois has been divided into 11 local areas. Each of the 11 local areas has two or
more key broadcast stations that will disseminate regional information during an emergency. All
broadcast stations and cable operators in these local areas will monitor the assigned key broadcast
stations for their area. These stations are identified as Local Primary (LP) 1, 2, or 3. In addition, all
broadcast stations and cable operators are encouraged to monitor as many other sources of
emergency information as they consider practical.

All broadcast stations and cable operators are also encouraged to monitor the National Weather
Service (NWS) radio station in their area for weather alerts and Amber alerts. The Local Primary
stations are not required to re-transmit weather bulletins nor will IEMA broadcast weather bulletins on
the state emergency communications channel.

In order to improve the ability of emergency information to reach the public in a timely manner, EAS
operations should be considered to be a “web” rather than a “chain”. This means that broadcast
stations and cable operators should rely on the LP-1 & LP-2 stations for state and national
emergency information but local emergencies, such as developing weather conditions, should be
monitored directly by each broadcast station and cable system. An example of this is the Amber Alert
System. Each broadcast station and cable operator can obtain Amber Alerts from the NWS weather
radio.
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General Operating Procedures

Local Primary 1 (LP-1) and Local Primary 2 (LP-2) stations will monitor each other. In addition, LP-1
& LP-2 stations will monitor the Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA) radio network and
the National Weather Service (NWS). When practical, both LP-1 & LP-2 should monitor WLS-AM or
the National Public Radio (NPR) Primary Entry Point (PEP) for Presidential Alerts.

LP-1 & LP-2 stations should have their EAS filters set to immediately re-transmit any emergency
message originating from IEMA that carries the Civil Emergency event code “CEM”.

LP-1 & LP-2 stations are not required to re-transmit weather bulletins but are authorized to do so in
accordance with individual station policies.

All other broadcast stations and cable operators will monitor the LP-1 & LP-2 stations. Monitoring the
National Weather Service is not required but highly recommended.

All broadcast stations and cable operators are required to re-transmit any message using the code
“EAN” (National Emergency). It is recommended, but not required, that they also re-transmit any
message received from the LP-1 or LP-2 using the event code “CEM”. Broadcast stations other than
LP-1 or LP-2 may also choose, but are not required, to re-transmit weather bulletins from the National
Weather Service.

Activation

The Governor of the State of Illinois is the only official who may authorize activation of the State Wide
Area Emergency Alert System. Any other officials must request and receive authorization for
activation through the Governor.

The Illinois State EAS Plan will be activated using a dedicated EAS encoder located at the IEMA
Emergency Operations Center (EOC). This center is linked to all LP stations via the IEMA statewide
radio network on 45.44 MHz.

Local Plans

This document details the state plan only. Each of the 11 areas of Illinois can develop local plans that
relate to their particular part of the state. The local plans will concentrate on providing a means for
authorized persons at the county or city level to reach the public quickly through broadcast or cable
outlets in the event of a local emergency. Appendix E is a list of registered local plans with Internet
links to the issuing agencies.

Required Weekly Test

Each broadcast station, cable operator, and IEMA will transmit the “header” tones and “end of
message” tones as described in Part 11 of the F.C.C. Rules once per week. Radio and TV
broadcasters must send the Required Weekly Test (RWT) at random times and does not need to
include a voice announcement.
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Assistance/Area Chairpersons

If you are experiencing monitor issues or need any assistance with regard to this plan or any other
EAS issues, contact your local EAS chairperson.

AREA CITY CONTACT TELEPHONE FAX E-MAIL
1 Springfield Kerri Cawley 217-494-6507 217-528-5348 KerriCawley@neuhoffmedia.com

2 Quincy Jim Lawrence 217 228-6630 217 228-6670 jlawrence@wgem.com

3 Peoria Wayne Miller 309 637-3700 309 673-9538 wrm@jmpradio.com

4 Rock Island open

5A Rockford Michael Hayden 815 758-2603 None mwhayden@comcast.net
Chuck Ingle 815 874-7861 815 874-2202 chuckingle@maverick-media.ws

5B Ottawa Mark Baker 815 224-2100 None mbaker@theradiogroup.net

6 Chicago Gordon Carter 773 279-2071 773 279-2199 gcarter@wfmt.com

7 Champaign Ed Bond 217 351-5355 217 351-5385 edillini@aol.com

8 Olney Mike Shipman 618 393-2156 None mishipman@keybroadcasting.net

9 Marion Michael Hayden 815 758-2603 None mwhayden@comcast.net

10 ST. Louis,
Missouri Paul Grundhauser 314 444-3287 314 444-3287 pjgrundhauser@cbs.com
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State Chairpersons & Liaisons

TITLE CITY CONTACT TELEPHONE FAX E-MAIL
State Chairman Chicago Warren Shulz 312 984-5270 312 984-5270 warren.shulz@citcomm.com

Cable TV Liaison Chicago Ben Pflederer 630-461-8007 815-226-0793 bpflederer@aol.com

FCC Liaison (local) Chicago Christine Jelinek 847 813-4662 847 298-5403 Chris.jelinek@fcc.gov

FCC Liaison (D.C.) Washington Bonnie Gay 202 418-1228 None bonnie.gay@fcc.gov

NOAA NWS Romeoville Jim Allsopp 815 834-0600 None Jim.allsopp@noaa.gov

NOAA/NWS Lincoln Chris Miller 217-732-4029x726 None Chris.Miller@noaa.gov

IEMA Springfield Jerry Miller 217-557-2736 JMILLER@illinois.gov
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Illinois State EAS Plan
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